
Chips
1913 P-CLASS SLOOP



(ex Onda III)

Designed by Starling Burgess

(Marblehead, Massachusetts)

Built by W. Starling Burgess Co. Shipyard

(Marblehead, Massachusetts)

Specifications:

• LOA:  50.25 feet

• LWL: 34 feet

• Draft: 6.5 feet

• Rated Sail Area, without spinnaker:  1,252 feet

• Rated Sail Area, with spinnaker: 1,636

• J= 21.25 feet

• P = 39.50 feet

• B = 32 feet

• New England Classic Yacht Rating:  35.6 (non-spinnaker)

Newport Classic Yacht Regatta,  September 2007 (photograph by Onne van der Wal)

Chips



Newport Rhode Island, October 2013  (photograph by Arthur Keller)





Newport Rhode Island, October 2013  (photograph by Arthur Keller) Newport Rhode Island, June 2013  (photograph by Onne van der Wal)



Chips rounding mark  with Valiant, Newport Rhode Island, June 2013

In roughly 14 classic yacht races entered in during the past three 
to four years, Chips has finished first on corrected time at least 
10 times.

Not all her accolades are racing related:

In 2012, Chips was awarded the Cruising Rule Cup, which is, 
“Given at the discretion of the Flag Officers to a yacht in the 
New York Yacht Club which best exemplifies the traditions of 
yachting by her upkeep and appearance, and performs well on 
the cruise.”

In 2013, Chips  was awarded the Robert H. Tiedeman Trophy for 
the best restored yacht in the fleet at the Opera House Regatta 
in Nantucket, which represents one of the largest classic racing 
fleets in North America.

R E C E N T  A C C O L A D E S



2007

Herreshoff Marine Museum Annual Classic Yacht Regatta

1st Classics “A” Division Winner

2008

New York Yacht Club 152nd Annual Cruise

1st Overall – Classic Class

1st Astor Cup Races – Classic Class

1st U.S. Navy Challenge Cup Winner

Cumberland Cup (Royal Thames Yacht Club Trophy) Winner

Museum of Yachting Annual Classic Yacht Regatta, presented by Panerai

1st Overall /Winner of Sappho Trophy for Best Corrected Time in Fleet (over 50 yachts)

Lieter Cup Trophy Winner for Best Corrected time among Gaff Rigs

Division A Winner

2009

New York Yacht Club 153rd Annual Cruise

2nd Overall – Classic Class

1st / Winner of Rear Commodore’s Trophy Race

Robert H. Tiedemann Bi-Annual Memorial Classic Yacht Regatta

3rd Place, Division A

2010

New York Yacht Club’s Race Bi-Annual Week in Newport, presented by Rolex

- 1st / Winner in Classic Class

- 1st / Winner of “Around the Island” Distance Race - Classics

Museum of Yachting Annual Classic Yacht Regatta, presented by Panerai

2nd Place in Class

2011

Robert H. Tiedemann Bi-Annual Memorial Classic Yacht Regatta

2rd Place, Division A

2012: 

New York Yacht Club 156th Annual Cruise

- Queens Cup Races

- 1st / Overall Winner in Classic Class

- Sydney Yacht Squadron Bowl Winner

- Rear Commodore’s Trophy Winner

- U.S. Navy Challenge Cup Winner

- Race Committee Trophy Winner

- Winner - NYYC Cruising Rule Cup  (Awarded to the yacht at the discretion of the Flag Officers 

which best exemplifies the traditions of yachting by not only her performance, but her upkeep 

and appearance.)

New York Yacht Club’s Bi-Annual  Race Week in Newport, presented by Rolex

- 1st / Winner in Classic Class

2013

Museum Of Yachting Annual Classic Yacht Regatta, presented by Panerai

- 2rd Place in Class

Opera House Cup, presented by Panerai

Winner – Robert H. Tiedeman Trophy for the best restored yacht in the fleet (over 50 classic 

yachts)

2014

New York Yacht Club’s Race Bi-Annual Week in Newport, presented by Rolex

- 1st in Class

Museum Of Yachting Annual Classic Yacht Regatta, presented by Panerai

- 3rd Place in Class

R E C E N T  R A C I N G



Yachting Magazine, 1914

Chips was originally named Onda III, pictured above with her first owner John Greenough 



“Few twentieth-century Americans lived a more creative, event-filled, and often conflicted 
life than the Boston-born aviation pioneer and yacht designer W. Starling Burgess. Orphaned 
at twelve, Burgess received his first patent at nineteen, left Harvard, and, following the 
suicide of the first of his five wives, published a book of poetry at twenty-four. Among his 
children was the celebrated author-artist Tasha Tudor.

After launching his career as a yacht designer, Burgess built the first airplane to fly the skies 
of New England (in 1910) and was selected as the sole manufacturer of aircraft under the 
Wright Brothers' patents. He received the prestigious Collier Trophy "for the greatest 
progress in aviation." His company was a primary supplier of both civilian and military 
aircraft before the main factory in Marblehead burned to the ground in 1918.

After World War I, Burgess returned to his first love, yacht design, drafting the lines for three successive Gloucester fishing schooners to compete 
against Canadian entries for the International Fishermen's Trophy and in 1924 introduced the staysail rig on the all-but-unbeatable schooner yacht 
Advance. He later designed the three acclaimed America's Cup-winners: the J-Class sloops Enterprise (1930), Rainbow (1934), and Ranger (1937). In 
1933, he collaborated with R. Buckminster Fuller to design and create the revolutionary Dymaxion automobile.

Although an occasional morphine user (Burgess was successfully treated for chronic ulcers on the eve of World War II), he enjoyed some of his most 
productive years as a naval architect and inventor doing top secret anti-submarine work for the Navy and Air Force. Burgess was a personality of 
enormous charm, physical courage, and energy. He was also, as his son lamented, "a child who will not face hard facts, but will hide from them and 
will love the person who shields him from them." The tension between his personal and professional life had consequences both disturbing and tragic-
and provides answers to questions, and insight into events, that cover the entire span of the twentieth century. Here, at last, is a book that covers the 
entire fascinating career of a genuine native polymath.

N o  O r d i n a r y  B e i n g :  W.  S t a r l i n g  B u r g e s s  ( 1 8 7 8 - 1 9 4 7 )  
A n  s o o n  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  b i o g r a p h y  b y  L l e w e l l n  H o w l a n d  I I









Originally rescued and fully restored in 1986 by famed furniture designer Adrian Pearsall following his total refit of the  NY-30 Amorita. Adrian 

went on to restore several other notable classics, including the 1926 Fife Hallowe’en.

Sold to Genevieve Cerf in 1993 with a money-back guarantee and a right of first refusal for him and his family, she was successfully campaigned 

throughout New England Classic Yacht races, twice winning her division in the famed Opera House Cup in Nantucket.  In about the year 2000, she 

had a refit that included new deck canvas, some re-fastening, new sails, and upgraded systems (electronics, plumbing, etc..).

In 2007, Genevieve received an offer on Chips, and Jed Pearsall (Adrian’s son) exercised his right of first refusal to purchase her.  Under his 

ownership, there has been a pristine annual maintenance schedule, and she has received extensive upgrades including:

-- New sails (Main in 2010, genoa in 2014)

-- New interior upholstery

-- New plumbing

-- New navigation / electronics

-- Complete stripping of all bright work and refinished to show quality

-- Upgrades and replacement of much of the standing and running rigging

She has been campaigned very successfully under Jed’s care and has won several regattas and notoriety for her beauty and condition since 2007. 

She is considered one of the top performing classic boats in New England.

Like any classic boat, however, there are areas that will be coming up for attention in the future. There is nothing on this list that would keep the 

boat out of service, but these items would be the next big projects in her future for any new owner to be aware of:

-- Engine is a 1986 Yanmar diesel. Runs excellent, with no issues. However being  a 20+ year old engine  a new owner should factor that into her 

future at some point. 

-- Deck canvas.  This was replaced with authentic cotton “duck” canvas during her 2000 re-fit. However, today, the canvas is showing its age in 

several places and will need replacement in the coming years.  

-- She is structurally sound and contains nearly all of her original planking and frames. Given that, however, over her 100 years, there have been 

scarfs, sisters, and repairs completed on her frames throughout the boat, and we would expect more of the same to continue in order to maintain 

her original fabric. She has never been entirely “re-framed” or “re-planked” as part of her refits so she is not a “new” boat.

RECENT HISTORY & 

FUTURE PROJECTS 





US CRF (Classic Rating Formula)  Certificate







Chips, 2014 Classic Yacht Regatta, Newport Rhode Island  (photograph by Corey Silken, courtesy of Panerai)



For more information, please contact:

Jed Pearsall

jed@performanceresearch.com

+1-401-848-0111 (office)

+1-401-662-1066  (mobile)

mailto:jed@performanceresearch.com

